
Guidelines for a Potential Minister in Training (MIT)  
Who Has Experienced Divorce 
 

Our convictions and commitments:  
The Northwest District Board of Ministry (BOM) acknowledges there will be men and women who have 

experienced divorce and who feel the call of God to consider vocational ministry in the Church of the 
Nazarene. Because we highly value the covenant of marriage, we ask those who have been divorced to go 
through a process that will help the BOM determine if there are any barriers to ordination.  We commit to this 
determination at the outset and once it is dealt with it will be a closed matter. If for any reason it is 
determined that you cannot be ordained this does not disqualify you from a place of ministry in the church. 
Our desire is to support and help you as you seek to live out the call of God on your life. 

The steps to be taken:  
1. Pastor: Meet with your pastor to share your call and discuss your divorce. 
2. Board: Under the pastor’s direction meet with the local church board and pursue the possibility of being 

granted a local minister’s license. 
3. Acknowledgment: Inform the board that you have a divorce in your past and you will deal with it in 

accordance with the requirements set forth by the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene (see 2017-2021 
Manual 532.1(8)). 

4. District License: You can apply for a district license after holding a local minister’s license for at least one 
year along with completing ¼ of the educational requirements. Applications for a district license are 
available online at the district website (www.nwdistrict.org/ministers-in-training). Once you have 
submitted an application, you will be scheduled to meet with a regional team for an interview in late 
January (usually the last Saturday). The regional team will further explore God’s call with you, inquire 
about your local ministerial involvement, and discuss the journey toward potential ordination. Two things 
will then need to happen: 

1. The Regional Team will decide if they would be willing to recommend you to the BOM for a 
district license. This stands alone and is not part of any divorce conversation. 

2. If the answer is “yes” then they will encourage you to take the steps necessary to remove the 
divorce barrier. If the answer is “no” then you will be referred back to the local church. 

Note: A district license cannot be granted prior to the divorce clearance, so the following steps are 
offered to help guide you. 

5.    Assigning a coach: The Northwest District is committed to offering personal coaching to all of our MITs.  If 
you have been encouraged to move forward in this process, a coach will be assigned to you at this time. (A 
preferential consideration will be the chair of the Regional Team who also is a member of the BOM 
Executive Committee.) 

6. Your story/explanation of divorce: A vital step in dealing with a divorce is to write your story. Our 
intention is to guide you through this process with the hope that by reliving and recording some of the 
details you will encounter again the overwhelming sense of God’s grace upon your life. This is your story; 
it is both unique and difficult. We understand and we want with empathy and support to walk with you. 
To help us and for us to help you there are some specific matters you need to share in your story. So, as 
you write, please be sure you include the following items and feel free to share anything else you believe 
would be helpful. If there have been multiple divorces we would need you to cover each of them 
separately, but in each instance cover all the items listed below.  
The Board of General Superintendents will ask you to respond to the following four questions, each of 
which must be answered clearly and in detail:  

a. Significant facts and details regarding the divorce with a clear statement of reasons for divorce. 
Each of the questions below must be answered:  
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1. The date of your marriage(s) and divorce(s) 
2. The situation leading up to the divorce and reasons for it 
3. Whether the divorce took place before or after conversion 
4. Whether you and/or your spouse committed adultery 
5. The person who initiated or filed for divorce 
6. The steps taken by either you or your spouse for reconciliation in attempts to save  the 

marriage 
b. Statement regarding any subsequent remarriage: how they met, whether spouse is a Christian 

and is supportive of the applicant’s ministry. 
1. If remarried, describe how and when you met and the current state of the relationship  
2. The status of your current spouse (if remarried) regarding faith in Christ and support 

of your ministry 
3. Any lingering or unresolved issues from your previous marriage(s) that continue to 

affect your ability to minster 
c. Applicant’s personal testimony (to both salvation and sanctification) 

1. A clear and detailed testimony to the time when you put faith in Christ as your 
personal Savior (when, where, etc.) 

2. A clear and detailed testimony to your experience of sanctification (when, where, 
etc.). What is the difference a personal walk with Jesus has made in your life?  

d. Has the applicant been active in the local church? In what position? Is the applicant currently 
active in the local church? In what position? 

1. A clear and detailed description of your past ministry in the local church, including the 
specific positions you have held. 

2. A clear and detailed description of your current ministry in the local church, including 
any specific positions you currently hold. 

7. Help with your story: Ultimately, it is the BOM and the General Superintendents of the Church of the 
Nazarene that must deal with your story. However, there are some people who we want to recommend to 
help you. When you meet with the regional team and indicate to them that there is a divorce to be dealt 
with they will assign you a coach. Your coach will be available to help you in preparing your story, being 
certain you cover all the required material. You may then want to share your story with your pastor. This 
could be a helpful time for you to seek encouragement and direction from your spiritual leader as well as 
giving witness to God’s grace in your life. 

8. BOM Executive Committee: The next step is to meet with the Executive Committee of the BOM at their 
fall meeting. As a district we are committed to having you work with a small group rather than the entire 
board. This group will read and then talk with you about your story. It will be done in a redemptive and 
encouraging way. The question this committee must answer is: “Do we see anything in the story of the 
divorce that would be a hindrance toward ordination?” 

9. Final consideration: The Executive Committee then takes a recommendation to the full board.  If the vote is 
favorable each BOM member is asked to sign a letter of recommendation to the Board of General 
Superintendents (BGS).  This letter and your explanation of divorce will be passed on to the BGS.  If 
everything is in order it will reach them in time for consideration at their December meeting. In the case 
that the vote by the BOM is not favorable you will be notified by phone and in writing by the chair of the 
BOM. 

10. General’s response: The BGS will take action and report back to the BOM and you will be notified of their 
ruling. If you are cleared you will again meet with the regional group in January as you will be eligible to be 
considered for your first district license. 
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